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- HAVE read with the onind * ſeve- 


which have been calculated to prejudice the Minds 
of the People againſt the moſt equitable of all 
| Taxes, vis. a Tax upon the Eſtates of Abſentees. 
Notwithſtanding ſuch a Tax has been always ar- 
deatly' ad or by every TRUE Friend of Ireland, 
yet as it was the general Opinion that it would be 
impracticable to obtain it, it was ſcarcely even 
hoped for by them; but now, when it is ſuppo- 


ral late Productions in the public. Papers, x 


ſed that fucks Tax: (if applied for by the unani- 


- mous Voice of the Parliament of Boland would : 
meet with the Approbation of his Majeſty, that 


any Perſon who pretends to the Name of Patriot 


ſhould be daring enough openly to ſhew himſelf in- 


dlined to oppoſe it, is to me a Matter of zhe greateſt 


Aſtoniſhment. Let not, however, the honeſt and 

well-meaning Inhabitants of this neglected Country 
be deceived by the ſpecious Arguments of ſuch vain 
| Pretenders to Patriotiſm, but let them thoroughly 


© fift the Intenions of all theſe Declaimers, and I 
have no Doubt they will find that they are not 


actuated by the noble and generous. Principle of 3 


promoting the Good of their Country, abſtracted. 7 | 


from partial Views, but that they are entirely 

ſwayed from private and intereſted Motives, and 
are probably only ſeeking to ſave from ſuch a Ta 
08 . of a _— or a 1 * or Nat. 
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their own Eftates, having no Inclination to ſpend N 
more of their Time in this Country, than may be 
ſufficient to enable them to plunder it; ſuch a 
| PRETENDED Friend is much more dangerous to 
the Community than an open Enemy : But I call 
upon every honeſt Iriſbman to be upon his Guard | 
againſt the ſubtle Wiles and Artifices of ſuch a Trai- 
tor to his Country. Hie 1 * bunc fu, Iu 
mene, caveto. £ 
Our Anceſtors thought it juſt to tale u away Bes | 
FE Ableritors even their very Eftates ; the Reaſonable 
Ell neſs of making any Perſon who has a Property in 
| any Country, to contribute to the Support of that 
Property is ſo manifeſt, that it would be needleſs 
to attempt to prove it: Some People however 
object to the Mode of Taxation propoſed, merely 
El] becauſe it is a Land- Tax, though that i is the only 
Tax that can affect our Abſentees, and therefore 
| they ſay it will open a Door for the taxing of the 
Lands of Reſidents; but to ſuch I anſwer, that as 
it is impoſſible for this Country to exiſt much 
longer in the preſent State of its Revenues with- 
out new Taxes, and as there is too much Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that in Caſe a War ſhould'break out a 
general Land-Tax would be attempted, moſt other 
Commodities being already taxed to the higheſt 
Pitch, the only Method that occurs to me of pre- 
venting a general Land- Tax, is, to tax the Lands 
of Abſentees, which would gradually enable us in 
| Times of Peace to reduce our National Debt, and 
in Time of War would contribute largely to ſup- 
port the Expences of that War, with the Addition 
of ſuch TEMPORARY Taxes + as N they 0 
About ht pro r. l „„ 
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The Pretence that: duch Aa Tax would ths FOR I 
Ain of natural Liberty is abſurd, for on the 
other Hand, can it be expected that any Nation is 
| _ quietly to permit the very Vitals by which it is 
1 ſupported, to be entirely drawn from it by its 
on apoſtate Children, for the Purpoſe of ſquandering 

them away in another Country, and thereby be 
guilty of a Kind of Self-Murder, and that this 
muſt be the Caſe i in aſhort Time with this unfor- 
tunate Country is moſt certain, unleſs ſome Me- 
thod be found out to encreaſe the Export Trade 

3 thereof : For the great Riſe of Lands of late Years 

has ſo encreaſed the Rents of our Abſentees, that | 

the Groſs Sum remitted annually to them is more 
than the Balance in Favour of our Export Trade 
can bear, and muſt therefore ſoon drain us of all 
our Current Caſh. But if the Eſtates of theſe Ab- 
ſentees have encreaſed in Value one Half more than 
they were thirty Years ago, (which I am confident 
is a moderate Calculation,) what Right can they 
have to complain ſhould they be obliged to contri- 
bute one Tenth Part of their preſent nett Income, 
to prevent the Ruin of that Kingdom which has 
ſo long ſupplied them with the good Things ˙4“4ö ³ 
this Life, and which will thereby be enabled to 
continue to them the ſame Supply, thaugh 1 in 2 
more moderate Degree? 
The Argument that we ſhould thereby hin 5 
prived of the Aſſiſtance of many Friends at the 
other Side of the Water, by their being prevented 
from living entirely away from us, may eaſily be 
turned in Favour of this Tax, for can it be ſup- 
poſed that an intimate Knowledge of this Country 
N of its inhabitants, would en, any pre- 


ſent 
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Ert Friend of this Eee ſrom doiog us future 

| -Seryice on his Return to the Mother Country? Be- 
ſides I am only anxious to tax the Total Abſen- 
[| ces ;/for 1 ſhould wiſh that every Nobleman and 
| Gentleman that would condeſcend to ſpend even 


__ three Months in the Year in this Kingdom, ſhould 
be abſolutely excuſed from this Fax; and I have 
no Doubt but that this — among the 
principal Perſons of both Kingdoms, would be 
productive of great Advantage to Treland, and that 
| many of our Noblemen and Gentlemen of large 
5 Property (who perhaps. at preſent would. have an 
Ul horrid Idea of being obliged to live in this Coun- 
Ul | try, ) would in Time ſettle among us of their own 
| Accord. And at any Rate, a Tax of Two Shil- 
lings in the Pound upon the nett Income. of the | 
Eſtates of the Total Abſentees, after deducting all 
Charges whatſoever (which I fhould think ſuiſi 
cient} would be an annual Increaſe to this King- 
dom of the tenth Part of the Caſh that is now 
drained from it, under that Head, to effect which | 
alone, excluſive of all other ee e would 
de a great National Acquiſition. | 
Another Objection has been made, ten 1 ad- | 
mit requires mature Deliberation, pix. the Difli- 
culty of collecting this Tax ; but ſhall we refuſe a 
real and great Benefit, rather than fubmit to ſome 
mall Inconvenicncics Let the ufclefs Board of 
Acrounts be made Commiſſioners of the Abſentee 
Land- Tax, and thereby render ſome Service to the 
Nation that pays them; or perhaps, if all Eſtates 
of Abſentees under a 1004, a Year were excuſed 
ſrom this Tax, (which I ſhould think adviſcable) - 
e es is the OG Manner: 
POT, RF 


As an Eſtated Abſentees muſt emple 1 
collect their Rents, let every Perſon be precluded 
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Agen ts to 


from acting as Agent to the Eſtate of any Ab- 
ſentoe, unleſs he ſhall firſt, regiſter his Name, S 


give Security” to pay in half Yearly to ſuch Col- / 
lector, the tenth Part of the nett Produce of the 


Nents of any Eſtate to which he is Agent, after 

deducting all Charges whatſoever, a Rent- Roll of 
which, ſigned by him, muſt be lodged with ſuch 

Collector; and let every Perſon that is Tenant to 
any Abſentee, be empowered by a Clauſe in the 
: AQ to refuſe paying his Rent to any Agent that 

| ſhall not be regiſtered in Manner above-mentioned. 


To the Abſentee Nobleman and Gentleman that 


objects to theſe Regulations, a fair Anſwer may 


be always ready, << You have it in your own Power 


< to free yourſelvs from theſe Inconveniencies, by 
living among us for even ſo ſhort a Time > 
Three Months every Year.” - 


When I mention theſe Modes of Colle gion. 1 


only want to induce wiſer Heads to turn this 
M.,atter in their Thoughts, that they may alſo 
communicate their Sentiments to the Public: And 
let me hope that none of us are ſo loſt to a Senſe 
of Shame, as from intereſted Views to throw any © 


Impediment to the Way of obtaining this great 


Object; an Object that in my opinion is of more 
; Conſequence in this Kingdom, than any Matter 


„ and which 


that was ever yet agitated i in Pachamer 


| would in a ſhort Time render us a flouriſhing 
Nation, inſtead of being i in the wretched State in 
15 waich we are now lung 


of the Diftria,' and shall alſo 


9 


give every Aſſiſtance in his Power to forward this 
Meaſure, and ſhould a Tax upon the Eſtates of 
the Abſentees of Ireland take Place during 5 
| Government, the Name of HARCOURT will 
E 3 handed down with 0 and Honour to the 


*. 


855 A REAL LoveR oF HIs CounTRY. . 
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q "Y I have the higheſt Opinion of our preſent 25 
1 e Chief Governor, I am confident he will 


* 


